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Historical Context: 

Early land grants in the Poolesville area date to around 1730, but the beginning of Poolesville is usually dated to the 1760's when 
John Poole, Sr. acquired the land that is now Poolesville and erected the still extant John Poole House, circa 1793. Like much 
of Montgomery County, the area remained largely agricultural into the early 20th century. And because of its distance from the 
District of Columbia and the major urban areas in Montgomery County it has remained to a surprising degree still agricultural and 
dotted with horse farms and large estates, mostly outside the downtown area. The downtown commercial area retains some 
handsome Federal Period residences, 19th century churches and some later residences, along with a number of unfortunate 
newer buildings. 

As most authors have pointed out, no Civil War battles took place in Poolesville, but several major battles took place nearby in 
Virginia, Maryland, and Pennsylvania. And as the people of Poolesville were southern sympathizers, the Union and Confederate 
armies alternated occupying the town during most of the Civil War and its men joined the Confederate Army. 

It is apparent from the early buildings in the Poolesville Historic District and a few early buildings north of the district, such as the 
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Frank Poole farm house and farm buildings that in the late 18th and early 19th century Poolesville enjoyed its first success as a 
small town located close to Potomac River crossings and at the intersection of two major transportation routes in western 
Montgomery County. Outside of the commercial and residential core, Poolesville remained and, to a fair degree, remains 
agricultural and horse farms, while the rest of the county has changed dramatically. Its most important historic movement was 
its occupation by Civil War troops and as a passageway to major battles. 

Description of Frank Poole Farm and eligibility criteria: 

At the end of a long driveway from Elgin Road, sits the square, 2 acre parcel consisting of the farm house, bankbam, and small 
structures for storage and animal lodging. All buildings are frame construction, with wood siding, supported by stone piers. 
Only the bank barn appears to have a continuous stone foundation. There is also a modern pool adjacent to the house. The 
house faces south and the farm buildings are clustered to the east and south of the house, with some additional very small 
structures along the northern perimeter of the property. 

The 1974 inventory prepared by Christopher Owens, Park Historian, M-NCPPC has the following description: "The house is a 
two story, frame structure with a five bay, main 
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(south) facade. The one story porch across the front has bracketed, turned posts. Over the entrance is a central gable. On the 
east end is a bay window. 

A two story el, built in several sections, extends to the north. The windows on the el are 6/6 double hung sash: on the main 
facade, they are 2/2 double hung sash. 

East of the house is a frame bankbam on a stone foundation. The siding is board and batten. There is also a frame corncrib 
with vertical board siding." 

Mr Owens provided neither date, nor statement of significance. Although he does not mention all outbuildings, his brief 
descriptions are accurate and the buildings look essentially unchanged since his survey. 

The History of Poolesville provides more description and a history of the property, along with an earlier photograph (page 75): 
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te 
"The tract 'Elizabeth's Delight' was purchased in 1760 by John Poole, Sr. from Charles Hoskinson. The property was resurveyed 
and John's portion was named Poole's Right.' John leased part of his land to Michael Coates, a carpenter, in 1767. The lease 
stipulated that Mr. Coates was to build a small house, tobacco barn, and plant an apple orchard. After the death of John Poole, 
Sr. his heirs sold the farm to Philip Mossburg. Mr. Mossburg had the front porch portion of the house constructed in 1905. The 
center gable, five bay house is typical of this era. The side features a two-story Victorian style bay window Beautiful 
gingerbread trim adorns the full-length front porch. In 1930 the farm was sold to John T. and Edward W. Elgin. It remained in the 
family until 1977 when the house and two acres were sold to Robert and Iva Rauch. There have been several owners of the 
house between the Rauch's and the Stypecks including the Royals, the Kings, and Michael and Susan Proser The present 
owners are Allan and Kim Stypeck. The photograph was taken in 1940. The remainder of the 176 acres are owned by the Elgin 
Family Partnership." 
The 1940 photograph in the book shows that the east side of the ell has been altered by the addition of a first story bay next to 
the "two-story Victorian style bay window." It also appears that porch on that side of the ell has been changed by enclosing 
some of the space. 

The History of Poolesville states definitively that a small house was supposed to be erected under the lease, sometime after 
1767 and that the porch was added in 1905, although the source for the latter date is not specified Since a specific year is 
specified it is assumed that there is documentary evidence for this date. It is possible that an eighteenth century structure is 
within the present structure. The current massing and details suggest that the house is late 19th century built around a early to 
mid 19th century entrance door with transom and side lites, with the porch being added in 1905. The rear 
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ell has several small additions that appear to be twentieth century. (This researcher was not invited inside). The west chimney 
is unusual as it is topped by finials at each corner. 

The gable roofed bankbarn has a substantial timber frame and the corncrib has a large arched opening. The rest of the 
outbuildings are modest, but this is an impressive grouping of 19th century farm buildings. 

In sum, the Frank Poole Farm is eligible for the National Register under criterion C as it is a 19th century farm complex with 
farm house and farm outbuildings. The farm house is a distinctive example of late 19th century rural architecture with the 
common T-shape and characteristic details such as the tall proportions, gable roof with center cross gable, three-part end bay, 
and front porch with turned columns and spindlely scroll work, in the shape of half and quarter rounds beneath the porch 
cornice. 
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